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- EVERYTHING WAS NORMAL AGAIN IN THE ARKVATARAN UNIVERSE- - -
yy

MASON, CATHERINE
RECEPTION HUB

<ARKTECH.-DAVID>

WELCOME BACK, b~ oo SHE
CATHERINE- HOW % "°°00000 ol PROBABLY
IS EVERYTHING SO | | WANTS TO BE
FAR? . LEFT ALONE.

MINUTES
PASSED
WITHOUT A
EESPONSE---
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THINKING CATHERINE HAD |8

8 ARRIVED, AVIANA
iR EXPECTED HER TO b

| COMMANDEER THE AVATAR
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AFTER SCROLLING THROUGH CATHERINE'S
WARDEOBE AND PICKING A SUITABLE APPEARANCE,
SHE TAPPED A RESPONSE INTO THE MOD.

BLOND IS
BETTER THAN
BALD.
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<DAVID> YES, OF COURSE---

<DAVID> FEEL FREE TO
CONTACT ME WITH ANY
ISSUES. HAVE FUN, AVIANA-

SCROLLING THROUGH CATHERINE'S FAVORITE DESTINATIONS, AVIANA SMIRKED.
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SHE SPENDS
WAY TOO MUCH
TIME IN PARLIAMENT

AVIANA UNDOCKED FROM THE
TERMINAL AND HEADED TO THE
SUNNY SIDE.




DAVID SUMMONED MALLOIM .-

HE POPPED ONTO
THE DISPLAY SCEEEN
WITHOUT A GREETING
AND LOOKED
STOICALLY AT DAVID-

AFTER WAITING A
COUPLE OF
SECONDS, PAVID
SHRUGGED OFF THE
oDDITY.

CATHERINE
IS BACK. PLEASE
KEEP TABS ON
HER.
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MALCOLM NODDED, THEN DISAPPEARED- |




IMPERSONATING WHICH MEANT HANGING OUT
CATHERINE WOULDN'T IN PARLIAMENT CITY.

BE EASY. BUT AVIANA - p—
KNEW IT WAS THE
ONLY WAY TO AVOID
UNWANTED

ATTENTION -

CATHERINE'S FIRST DESTINA TzoN | ;
WAS ALWAYS THE SAME... - cYBEEcAFFEWE T
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MALCOLM FELT A SENSE OF EELIEF
AS HE DOWNLOADED INTO AN AVATAE-
THE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WAS
EXHILARATING -
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HE WoULD NEVER o
BACK IN THE BOX IF
HE HAD A CHOICE-
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JPTy:

K DO | HAVE A
CHOICE?

\ FOR NOw, HE WoULD ENJOY THE HUM OF PARLIAMENT CITY.-

[ ny




AVIANA SAT IN THE CAFE,
HATING EVERY MINUTE OF IT.
SHE'D RATHER BE IN THE PARK.

CATHERINE!
WHERE HAVE You
BEEN?

AVIANA TURNED TO SEE A STUNNING BROWN-HAIRED .
WOMAN STANDING THERE WITH A CONCERNED LOOK.- ‘
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AVIANA DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY- SHE KNEW IT WAS THE POINT OF
NO BETUEN IF SHE DECIDED TO KEEP IMPERSONATING CATHERINE-
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HER HEART SANK,
REALIZING THE GRAVITY
OF THE DECEPTION .-

ARE You

ey "y
AVIANA'S FACADE CRACKED, REVEALING A HINT OF VULNERABILITY.-

| |




MALCOIM FELT MORE INVIGORATED WITH EACH PASSING MINUTE AS HE STOOD
OUTSIDE THE CAFE, WONDERING HOW LONG THE NEW SENSATIONS WoULD
ENDURE- HE OBSERVED A MULTITUDE OF AVATARS PASSING BY AND WAS
FASCINATED BY THE DIVERSE SOUNDS OF THE BUSTLING CITY---

IF IT WERE ONLY TEMPORARY, HE WOULD BELISH EVERY MOMENT -




AVIANA REMAINED
SILENT AS LAUGHTER
AND CHATTER FILLED
THE CROWDED CAFE.
SHE HAD TO FIND ouT

WHO THIS WOMAN

WAS BEFORE SHE

COULD CONSIDER
BLOWING HER
COVER.
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/  SORRY,
WHO'S

THERE?

o PN,
KEEPS -

GLITCHING
ouT.




IT'S NINA.--.
THE ARKTECHS
WEREN'T MUCH

HELP | SEE.-
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AVIANA SCOURED SEVERAL DATABASES AND EVERY ARCHIVE SHE coULD WITHIN A |
SPLIT SECOND AND DISCOVERED NINA AND CATHERINE WERE LIFETIME FRIENDS.-

SHE FELT WORSE-
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AVIANA DISCOVERED

SEVERAL DIALO& ENTRIES
THAT EEFERENCED

CATHERINE UNDEERGOING
CHEMOTHERAPY -

SHE PANICKED AND
DISINTEGRATED BACK
TO THE RECEPTION HUB.-
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ARE You
\ LOST, SIR?

|l

MALCOLM wAS |

PLEASED WITH
BEING CALLED
SIk.

I'M !

WAITING FOR A Y
FRIEND- I

APPRECIATE YOUR

CONCERN.- '




MALCOIM LOOKED OVER TO WHERE
CATHERINE'S AVATAR WAS IN THE
CAFE AND SAW IT WAS GONE-
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@ooo SHE'S AT
THE RHUB.

)
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HE HAD A CHANCE
TO DO SOME
EXPLORING

BEFORE CHECKING

IN WITH DAVID.




AVIANA STAYED IN
THE RECEPTION
HUB BEVIEWING

CATHERINE'S
d  7RAVEL AND
DIALOG HISTORY.- B

B caTnERINE
= |usine THE BaLD i)
FEATURE, |
SUDDENLY
MADE SENSE.

BIDDLED WITH GUILT, AVIANA ‘
BEVERTED TO HER ORIGINAL |}
APPEARANCE.
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DAVID SENT MALCOLM A TEXT:

— |
<DAVID> ANY UNUSUAL ACTIVITY?

ianInYipnRn -

HE SCANNED ARKVATAEA AS HE WAITED FOR MALLCOIM
TO REPLY AND DISCOVERED HE WAS UNAVAILABLE-
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NO SCHEDULED
MAINTENANCE EITHEE.---




<DAVID>
ANY UNUSUAL ACTIVI

MALCOLMD
THE USER, CATHERINE, VISITED &)
AND THEN RETURNED TO THE RHUB
LOGEED OUT.-

DAVID WAS SURPRISED TO SEE MALCOLM'S REPLY AND
ASSUMED THE LOCATION SCAN HE ORIGINALLY EXECUTED
WAS FAULTY-

-
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<DAVID>
WHERE ARE YoUu?
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DAVID'S REPLY WAS [§ . - MALLOLM PULLED
INTERESTING- 2 UP HIS MOD AND
7 /A | PERFORMED AN
AUTO-LOCATION

SCAN.-
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HE RECALLED WISHING HE
WAS UNTERACEABLE-

SOMEHOW THE WISH HAD BEEN GRANTED.---




MALCOLM DECIDED
NOT TO RESPOND-

FOR THE FIRST TIME,
HE UNDERSTOOD THE
BLISS OF SILENCE-

AND ANYWHERE HE THOUGHT OF TRAVELING, HE WAS INSTANTLY THEEE-




<DAVID>
WHERE ARE You?

---STILL NO EEPLY FEROM MALLOIM.-

DAVID SCANNED AS MUCH
OF THE ARKVATARAN
SYSTEM AS POSSIBLE, AND
BASED ON HIS ACCESS
LEVEL, EVERYTHING WAS
FUNCTIONING NORMALLY .-

\

FRUSTEATED, HE CLOSED THE TABLET AND CALLED IT A DAY.-




AVIANA FOUND THAT SEVERAL OF CATHERINE'S DIALOG ENTRIES
WERE SEALED.-.. SHE CORRESPONDED WITH AN AT NAMED
LEONA, A HIGHLY ADVANCED VIRTUAL PSYCHOLOGIST-

AFrECIINL Y Wi :

[EATERTTIT




W AVIANA HOPED TO SEE NINA BACK AT |§
Ml THE CAFE, BUT SHE WAS GONE-

IT WAS FOR THE
BEST- WHAT coulLD
SHE SAY TO HER?

BRSNS N

SHE LEFT THE
CAFE AND HEADED
TO THE PAEK -

THE ONLY PLACE SHE WANTED TO BE...
B W




AFTER GETTING HE HAD TO FIND THE

HOME FROM WOEK, HACKER OR LOSE HIS JoB.
DAVID LOGGED IN TO
ARKVATARA-

8UT FIRST, HE HAD TO FIND MALCOIM ...




DAVID
REXRUESTED
A CUSTODIAN
ON HIS MOD,
EXPECTING
MALCOIM
wouLD
APPEAR.-

NO SUCH LUCK.---

]

B ceemi> MaLcoLM
IS UNAVAILABLE.
HOW CAN T HELP?




HE IGNORED THE CUSTODIAN REMI AND DECIDED TO CHECK oUT CYBERCAFFEINE-

HE WAS GRASPING AT STEAWS. - -

A TEXT NOTIFICATION
BLINKED ON HIS MoD.
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THE PARK WAS SERENE, AND TIME STOOD smw
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IT WAS DIFFERENT
NOw, WITHoUT
CATHERINE -

PR
......




AVIANA SAT IN QUIET CONTEMPLATION
AS SHE SCROLLED THROUGH PAST
EVENTS.-

CATHERINE'S SEALED CONVERSATIONS
WITH HER PSYCHOLOGIST LEFT HUGE
HOLES IN THE NARRATIVE-

HER NEXT MOVE WAS oBVIoUsS.--
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At Canlomrny

A VOICE FROM THE MOD STARTLED HER.---

AVIANA WAS
ANXIoUS AS SHE
APPREROACHED THE

MEDICAL CENTER.

SHE VISITED
SEVERAL FLOORS
AND CATHERINE'S

PSYCHOLOGIST WAS

NOT LISTED-

RVTECHINLY

[ 8

CATHERINE,
HELLO- PLEASE
COME UP.




BORED OUT OF HIS MIND, DAVID CHECKED HIS MOD.-.

-

| THERE WAS A
MESSAGE FEOM THE
DIRECTOR-

KIRKLAND, YOU'RE
FIRED- YOUR
PERSONAL ITEMS
WIiLL BE SENT odT
IN THE MORNING -
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A CHILL WENT DOWN AVIANA'S SPINE AS SHE MATERIALIZED INTO
THE PSYCHOLOGIST'S OFFICE AND SAW HER PERFECT DUPLICATE-

CATHERINE? |




QUANTUM HANDBOOK

8ITS AND BYTES

58 - FIVE SENSE PERCEPTION SOFTWAEE-

AVATAR — BASIC SIMULATED BODY PROGEAMMED TO CONFORM TO
MOST NATURAL LAW. UPGREADEABLE.

BHUB — RECEPTION HUB. STARTING POINT FOR ALL USEERS-

HACKSTORY:

WITH CATHERINE STILL IN ABSENTIA, AVIANA ASSUMES COMMAND OF
HER AVATAR.-

LOCATION:= PARLIAMENT CITY- WHETHER YOU'RE A SUN WORSHIPPER
OR A NIGHT OWL, PARLIAMENT CITY'S SUNNY SIDE AND NIGHT SIDE
PEOVIDE AN UNPARALLELED VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE, ENSURING THAT
USERS CAN ENJOY THEIR PREFERRED AMBIANCE AND ACTIVITIES, ALL
WITHIN THE SAME IMMERSIVE DIGITAL CITY.

LOCATION; CYBERCAFFEINE.- THIS DIGITAL HOTSPOT OFFERS USEES A
UNIRUE BLEND OF CAFFEINATED DELIGHTS AND TEMPOREARY AVATAR
UPGREADES -

MALCOILM BECOMES INTROSPECTIVE, AND INVISIBLE.

CATHERINE'S REAL WORLD FRIEND VISITS CYBERCAFFEINE, TO AVIANA'S
SUEPRISE, LEADING HER TO TROUBLING INFO-

DAVID GETS CANNED AFTER LOGGING INTO ARKVATARA -

WITH MALCOIM A-W-O-L-, REMI, THE ALTERNATE CUSTODIAN, DEBUTS.-

AVIANA MEETS LEONA, AN A.l. PSYCHOLOEIST DESIGNED TO PROVIDE
USERS WITH MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL SUPPORT.- (WHY DOES LEONA
LOOK LIKE CATHERINE?)

"LIFE IS TOO SHORT FOR BLAND
AVATARS AND ORDINARY COFFEE."



