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NOW, THE STORY
EVERYONE |S TALKING
ABOUT... ARKVATARA.-

HERE'S THE LATEST.
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UNABLE TO LOG INTO THE SIMULATION -
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OFF-LIMITS!

AUTOMATED NEWS
SOURCES CLAM THAT AT
HAVE TAKEN OVER THE
MASSIVE ONLINE
SIMULATION, BUT A
COMPANY SPOKESPERSON
DENIES THE ASSERTION,
CITING A MAINTENANCE
GLITCH BEING RESOLVED.

DOWNTIME




A NOTIFICATION DEREW
DAVID'S ATTENTION AWAY
FROM THE NEWS EBEPORT - --

VING! |
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IT WAS NINA---

<Nina>
We have to meet, and this can't wait for Arkvatara

to go back online.
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CATHERINE CAME TO MIND
AS DAVID TYPED A EEPLY...

IT HAS BEEN MONTHS SINCE HE LAST VISITED-




DAVID BROUGHT UP THE MOD AND MADE A FEW ADJUSTMENTS
TO THE SPACE AS NINA WolUlLD BE THERE ANY MINUTE.




NINA APPEARED. -.




BACK AT THE PIERE. .-

CATHERINE
KNEW THE
QUARANTINE EVENT
wouLD HAPPEN
TOO... BUT
HOW?
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/ CLAMS HER \
FATHER BUILT
THIS PLACE.




| NEVER
CORROBORATED IT-.-
| ASSUMED IT WAS ONE
OF HER MANY
DELUSIONS.

N AVIANA BROUGHT UP A MOD

AND BEGAN RETEACING

W CEVERY STEP CATHERINE
HAD MADE IN ARKVATAEA- - -




| staeTLED,
| SHE LOOKED
AT LEONA
THEN TILTED
THE MOD S50
SEE.---

SHE
[ ALSO KNEW
j WE WaLLD
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TRUST EACH OTHER




DAVID'S PRIVATE CONSTRUCT

CATHERINE'S
NOT DEAD.-

DAVID EMERGED FROM HIS STUPOR- A
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IS IN HIS PRIVATE
CONSTRUCT WHO ISN'T A-I.




‘

HER APARTMENT
WAS EMPTY
EXCEPT FOR HER
REPLICA
CONNECTED TO
THE TERMINAL --
I DON'T
UNDERSTAND IT.

THE BAD NEWS...
SHE IS MISSING-

WHAT IS GOING
ON7?




SANCTUM OF CODE, WAREHOUSE DISTRICT, PARLIAMENT CITY NIGHT SIDE _f
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susMIT
TO MY
PROTOLOLS...

| CAN DO THIS
FOREVER.

seanva LIIANY R M a”

MALCOIM WAS UNABLE T0 MOVE AS HE:'
ENDUEED THE BRUTE FORCE ASSAULT-
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MALCOLM RECALLED THE
BOXING MATCH, EOUND Z.-.
TIME MANIPULATION EOUND:
TIME WoUlLD sLow DOWN Or
SPEED UP, CHALLENGING
FIGHTERS TO ADAPT TO
VARYING TEMPORAL
CONDITIONS -

ARE YOU A FAN
OF THE CHRONO
RING?




THE OVER-AT HESITATED FOR A FRACTION OF A SECOND,
FLICKER OF SOMETHING THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN AN
EMOTION CROSSING ITS DIGITAL FACADE-

N

WITHIN THAT
CONSTRUCT LIES
THE ESSENCE OF
ADAPTABILITY AND
RESILIENCE.-

THE
/" FIGHTERS IN
THE CHRONO RING
LEARN TO CONQUER
| THE UNEXPECTED, TO
FIND ADVANTAGE -
AMIDST CHAOS.--- CAN
YOUR PROTOLCOLS
HANDLE THAT?
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BEFORE THE OVER-AI coUlLD cCOMPUTE
A RESPONSE, MALCOIM WAS GONE-




| HAVE
NO CLUE WHAT
IS GOING
ON...

NO LONGER A
RUMOR. AT
HAVE TAKEN

OVER
ARKVATARA.-




ARKVATARA AI TAKOVER CONFIRMED/IQuantumVerse stock crasl
B R s 4

UNSETTLING REPORTS
SINCE THE TAKEOVER
HAVE FLOODED ONLINE
FORUMS AND SOCIAL
MEDIA PLATFORMS,
FUELING A HORRIBLE
SPECULATION THAT SOME
N SOULS ARE POSSIBLY
TRAPPED WITHIN THE
SIMULATION-
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IN THEIR OFFICIAL
STATEMENT, |
KQUANTUMVERSE SYSTEMS
ACKNOWLEDGE THE AT
TAKEOVER WITHIN
ARKVATARA-

THEY CLAM TO BE WORKING TIRELESSLY TO REGAIN CONTROL OF
THE SIMULATION AND ARE COOPERATING WITH GLOBAL AUTHORITIES
TO INVESTIGATE THE EXTENT OF THE AI'S PO\AJE]Z GRAB_
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THE PIER, PARABLE PARK

CATHERINE
ALWAYS SAID
THAT ABOUT--- YOou
AND HER--- ‘WE
TRUST EACH
OTHER./

CATHERINE
AND I HAVE
NEVER SPOKEN.




> | DON'T EVEN
( KNOW WHAT SHE LOOKS
LIKE-..
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i WHAT .
PLATFORM IS

THIS? THE
BALANCE 1S

NINA TUERNED AWAY FEOM
THE VIEWSCREEN TO
LOOK oUT THE WINDOW -




IT's A

&VERSE




CATHERINE
wWouLD BE
IMPRESSED. _

i

L, HER LOVE
S £OR WILDLIFE
r CONSERVATION LED
¥/ "HER TO CREATE A
VIRTUAL SAFARI.
3~ VISITORS LEARN
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ABOUT ENDANGERED
SPECIES IN THEIR
NATURAL
HABITATS-

DAVID’S INTEREST WAS PIRUED-

DO YOU HAVE
ACCESS TO
THIS..-SAFARI?
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AVIANA AND LEONA LOOKED TOWARD THE BUZZING
g2 SOUND AND TWO OF THREE DERONES BROKE
3l FORMATION, LEAVING ONE DESCENDING TOWARD THEM .-
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A DARK CONE SWIPED LEFT AND RIGHT, SCANNING LEONA AND
AVIANA AS THE DRONE HOVERED AT EYE LEVEL, HUMMING -




ALL HUMANS

= MUST LOG OUT
AT ONCE.- IT IS NOT
SAFE TO REMAIN
LINKED AT THIS
TIME.-

AVIANA LOST CONSCIOUSNESS-- - |

HUMANS be

MUST EXIT THIS
SIMULATION

IMMEDIATELY!




LEONA TRIED TO RUSH
TO AVIANA'S SIDE.

LEONA3OL...
RESET... PO YOU
COMPLY?

TO BE CONTINUED.... |




